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i. What is the relationship between the various liberal groups in Hong Kong 
and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)? 
The KRC, the China Democratic League and other gvoups are working with 
the CCP to bring the Civil War to an end, to astablish a democratic 
coalition government and-to carry out the policies of Dr. SUN Yat=sen, 


2a Are the various Liberal groups agreed on the policy they should adopt winesowe 
she present soverrment of China ca the one band and the CCP on the other? 
. They @il endorse the policy ovtlined above and they share @ willing. 
gess fo werk with the CGP. The recent joint repiy to HAG Tss«tung!s Hay 
Dey proporai regarding the converation of a new People's Consultative ton- 
ference (FCC) should not, however, be construed io meam that al eeaune 
are in agreement regarding the methods aml timing, Negotiations are now 
under way to recontLie these differences in order to present a untied 
front to beth Nanking and to the CCP. (The Marshal then weat on to e@achas! ze 
the importance of preserving a strong Miberal or “third force, including 
Serica elements of the Nericing Government to counterenalance the axivene 
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Wil the liberal ercups issue a joint manifesto of some kind explaining their united 
policy? 25X1A2g 

About five or six different mantfestos (Sen have been issued ty 

various groupe sud in a few days the RRC will publish ita own views on the 

new PCC, Ine general way, these statenents of policy agree with aach other. 

it 1e hoped, however, that a joint manifesto will be issued eventualiy., 4 

united front must be established in any case before Liberal eroups can send 

their representatives te the new PCC, 
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When will the new PCC assemble? 


Depending on the course of the Civil War and also on the speed with which the 
various groups in Hong Kong can get together, the meeting will take place in 
two, four or perbaps six months. 


Where should euch a meeting take place’ 
Perhaps in Hanking or in Peiping if the Civil War situation permits, in any 
cage, it would hava to be a place readliy accessible to all participants. 
{it is believed that the suggested Locations wars not offsred seriously. Tha 
Marshal was understood to mean that he did not favor a Location in present 
Chinese Communist territory.) 


fn the event that a iiberal-CCP coalition comes into power, will the Chinese 
Vonmunigts accept the participation of Li TeumeJjen, PAL Chiung-bet and other "Liberals" 
in Nanking? 
The CCF will be willing to accept the aid of any groups which speak cut against 
CHIANG K'ai-shek, except former members of the CC Gliqus, peoples engaged in 
secret police activity and a few others who are regarded as CHIANG’» personal 
followers (unstated). Private capitalists and merchants who are engeged in 


productive enterprise are regarded as part of the "Nation's capital" and will 25X1A6a 


not be disturbed. Accumulations of wealth by gcovernment officials or favored 
families will not be tolerated. (According to Marshal Li's associate (See 
Comment), egeveral Shanghai industrialists have recently recteved letters from 
the Chinese Communists reassuring them that thetr tuginessas will not be inter 
ferred with under a Communist regine.) 


VGP publications have recently attacked Li Teung-jen and others with coneideratle 

bitterness (such as the attaek on LI Teung-jen in the 15 June 1945 iseaua of the 

China Dizest, CCP Englieh-language magazine in Hong Fong), Pleass comment.on thie. 
These attacks are directed against LI Teung- Jen in hie capacity ae an official. 
of CHIANG K'si-shek"s Government. if he left this Government and joined the ERC, 
he would no longer be vulnerable since he would belong to a party collaborating 
with the Chinese Communists. Moreover, these attacks ara probably made by 
*Leftiets" who de uot reflect the opinion of the more farsighted and mature 
Communist Lleadera., 


Does the Marshal believe that Li Taunge-jen, PAi Ch*une-hei and othere are ready $a 
cocpsrate with the ERo and with other liberal groups tm Heng Kong? 

i Paunge~ jen, PAL Ch une-hei, KA Sune-kuei and FU Tea-yi are net aager te con- 
tinge a war which lacks the support af the people and which cannet end in 
vietory for CHIANG Kai-shek, (The above uamea ware mentioned iu this connection 
several times. According to Marchal Li's aasociate, who acted as interpreter 
for theses interviews, 3) VYing-ch‘in, CH'ENG Chiesa, WEI Li-huang, AY Tenng-san 
and ex-Prenier CHANG Ghun are so deeply committed to CHIANG Klateshek that they 
will probably remain Lleyal to him. The associate stated that the Chinese 
Communists might be willing to affect a temporary alliance with YEN Hsi-shan in 
order to expedite their main take of defeating the Nanking Goverment} A ra- 
latively blocdlesa coup d‘etat could take place in Sanking if the various 
*liberals® there simultaneously demanded that the Generalissimc ratire and make 
way for a government which could negotiate a pesesa with the CCP, In this event, 
wery few of CHIANG's troops would remain Leyal to him and he would be forced to 
somply, Prier to this, the United States would have had to atep its aid to the 
present government. 


bs 


(in an effort to elicit ii‘s actual opinion regarding the intentions of the CCF, the 
interviewer alaborated on the following points: The people of the United States, 
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including the working classes and intellectu&'%s. are practically unanimous in their 
epposition to Communism-(the usual objections were mentioned)=-and one of the important 
motives for the present United States’ policy in China is a etrone dislike for this 
form of government, Admittedly the recent policy statements of MAO Fse-tang seam 
very conciliatory and hardly in accordance with Marxist theory as practiced in the 
USSR and the Eastern Evropean police states. It is feared, howaver, thit theae 
Folicies represent nothing more than tactical retreats and that once the new cosli- 
tion is formed, the CCP will rapidly seize complete control by methods familiar in 
astern Europe, Moreover, the CCP will have strong armed forees at its disposal. ) 
Marshal LI was asked ta comment on the interviewer's statements, 

Completely indoctrinated Communists form only a emall minority in China, if 

they tried to destroy the balance of the new coalition by armed forces, ther 

would rapidly lose the support of the people-which is the scurce of their 

present etrength, It is balieved that the Communists have altered their 

policy and that for the present at any rate, they will work together with 

liberals in a coalition government. The CCP has learned by experisnee thst 

. 6fforts to set-up single-party soviete are not likely to meet with success 

an China, They have also learned that they require Ruppert From many differant 

sections of the commanity, especially various classee of yeaaants. They cannot 

vely on a small politically-conscions "proletariat, * 


{ Interviewer read to Marshal LT a passare fron the leftist, rather antiUnitedcpyRGHT 
States magazine Now _statesnen and Nation ‘dealt ne with the prt: tich Labor Partyis 
attLiude toward Comunisn, this passare explained tha mentary Socialian had 


poet obliged to eeoperste with ilceegrcad bona World da If da f r 
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Wess aaeee castes or > not he TPT eG be faned with the same =» problen fn the event 

of & new coalition government. CPYRGHT 
Even In Raster Juropean countries the Commnists tolerated minority parties, 

in france and in Italy, Communists ave working side by side with members -¢ 

other groups 


Jt was pointed out that, according to many observers, the minority parties in 
fastern. Europe are not allowed to disagree with Commnaist policies and in France 
and in Italy, where the liberale still hold a balance of power, the Communists 
would doubtless destroy "bourgeois demooracr 4 thay vere abla. hn. Marshal was 
requested to ccument. 
it is quite possible (in the carshalis opinion) that the worldwide Conmmnist 
poliey of cooperating with liberal groups is merely a tactical move. Even if 
this is the case, the future conduct of the CCP cannot be bound by such a tacti- 
cal plan, and they can be relied on to adapt their policies to the reolities of 
the situation if the liberal groups prove to be stronzer and more durable than 
they suppoged, {12 then went on to discuss the importance of enmling the Civil. 
War as soon as posaible in order te preserve the strenrth of the middle zroups 
especlally those in Nanking and Shanthai, It would be on these proups, he said, 
that he would have to rely in order to mintuin a balaneo of power with the COP, 
The ‘longer that the Civil War continues, the move difficult will become the 
position of the liberals in Chima, since they te-c +e he drawn to one pole or 
the other-the "secists or the Commn'.sis) - 


Whas Min the Marshal's opinion) would be the correct policy for the United States 
in China? 
feo United States should inmediately withdraw all asstetance to CHIANG and 
support the "democratic forces" in China. 


{Tt was suggested that there ms perhaps little chance that the United States wend 
change ita policy). What did ti.e Marshal nean by "did to the dencoratic forces." 
America should give public, moral support to the third party groups such as 
the KEC and the Chima Deiwocratic Leapue. In addition, it should seeretiv clive 
material support to these groups, 


Approved For Release sessment: Nipas aonsreadiconsonuee: 


14, How will the proposed coalition government ba created? 
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4fter the liberal parties have come to an agreement regarding their progran and 
when the Civil War situation permits, a new PCG will be convened as sugese ted 
by MAO Tae-tung, The basis for discussion in this couference, at which all 
democratic parties will be represented, will be the agreement signed by 

members of the first PCC, The new SCC will agree on certain basic principies 
according to which cooperation between the CCF and the liberal groupe can be 
carried out, it will Ye agreed, for example, that the lawe regarding agrarian 
reform must be enforced, no one-party system will be tolerated and civil Libar- 
ties will be protected, These matters were thrashed out at the first PCC and 
ell would have been well had not CHIANG K'ateshelk deliberately broken the terue 
of thet agreement and attacked the Communists in the mistaken Helief that ha 
could defeat them in six montha, The new PCC will then aummon a National 
Assembly which will create a Constitution, Yt is not expected that this Cons ti- 


tutton will differ very much from the one now in effect. Naturally, the position 
of the Liberal groups at the new PCC would be far stronger if the Nanking eleerntes 


such as LE Teung~jen and FU Tso-yi will have declared for peace prior to the 
convocation af the maetinge. 


the Would be the mrohable chief of a new coalition rovarmentye 

(Marshal Lats associate had spoken of Ladame SUN Yetesen in this comectiorn} o 
This will appear at the PCG. 

Why should the CCP nspotdate with any one? Ts it not to their 

continue the Civil iar until they win a decisive victory? 
They have learned that they can neither win the war rapidly nor govern the 
country without the help of liberal. groups such as the KRC, the Democratic 
Teague, ete., which represent about twoethirds of Chinasta public opinion, In 
particular, they need the support of iniddie and rich peasants » Manufacturers and 
merchanta, These sroups look to the KKC and to the Denocratic league for polt- 
tical leadership rather than to the COP, Hovaver, it will be several. months 
before the new POG can meet. The Commnista miy well be glad of this delay 
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since their military victories will strengtnen their nogition in the negotiat Lone . 


(When asked about the numerical strength of the KRC » LE pointed out that his group 
is the legitimate successor of Dr. SUN Yatesents Kuornintang!. 

After the collapse of the present Nanking regime, the membership of the party now 
beaded by CHIANG Ktadeshek wii] tranafer its alleriance to LIts group, In order te 
eliminate undesirable elements, reereristration will be necesoary, 


(in discussing the reasons for CCP strength, LI made the usual sssertd.ons thet the 
Communists serve the masses while the Nanking Kuomintang serve the oppressers, ote, 


He also pointed out that most people consider that tha Ccp emered fron the first PCC as 


the injured party), As an illustration of the variety among supporters of the Con- 
murists, many former collaborators in South China 9 especially those with technical 


training are being reerwited by the CCP to run their newlywacquired ralivays and ine 
dustries in the Norsh, 


Do Shere geem to be any serious differences of opinion within the CCP? 
(LL stated that he lmew of nonek To al). appearances they were well united. Oe 
ally the Chairman and others who take the long-range view have to correct those 
CCP nembers who sce only the shorteterm aspecta of curreré problems. 


When asked his opinion about the probable length of the Civil Var, Lt sugsested 
that possibly the Nationalists, with American help, could hold out in Central 
China for about a yoar, 


In reply to a question about the possibility of a separate government in South 
Chima, LY replied somewhat ambigiously that "a strong liberal base in South China 
vould strengthen (his) position in negotiating with the Ccp.! 
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